Memory and problem-solving in aphasia.
In a series of experiments, aphasic adults and normal control subjects were presented with problems involving the principle of transitive inference. The design of the problems permitted selective consideration of the subject's logical, as opposed to grammatical, ability and further permitted separate consideration of logical ability and memory. The results of this experimental series showed that, in general, these aphasic patients were capable of successful inferential behavior. In conclusion, the data are interpreted to suggest that certain constraints on intelligence in aphasia occur as a result of defective memory, not defective logical ability.